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This guide follows Slamdalf on his quest to become the greatest Hoop Mage of all time. Each chapter worksheet includes:

	🔵  Comprehension — What happened?
	🟢  Personal — What would YOU do?

	🟡  Prediction — What happens next?
	🟣  Magic & Fun — Spells, creatures & more!




Chapter 1:  The G.O.A.T.
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf loses a game of 21 to an actual goat. His mentor Dribbles encourages him despite the embarrassing loss.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What is the score at the start of the chapter, and who wins the game?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	Who is Dribbles, and what is his relationship to Slamdalf?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever lost to someone (or something!) you didn't expect to? How did it feel?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Slamdalf wants to be the greatest Hoop Mage ever. What do you think he'll need to learn first?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	If you were a Hoop Mage, what would your wizard name be and what would your signature move look like?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 2:  Net Goblins
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf and Dribbles pack up and head out on a journey across the Paint Plains toward the town of Passadena.



	🔵 Comprehension
	Where are Slamdalf and Dribbles headed, and why?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	Describe Dribbles in your own words. What kind of companion does he seem to be?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	If you were going on a long journey, what three things would you pack and why?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	What do you think they'll find in Passadena?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 3:  They Feast
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf smells burning basketball rubber and discovers a group of Net Goblins have captured Dribbles near a campfire.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What clue leads Slamdalf to find Dribbles? Why is that smell important to Slamdalf?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	Who are the Net Goblins, and what are they doing?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Slamdalf had to be brave even though he was nervous. Write about a time you were brave despite feeling scared.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	If you could cast one spell to rescue a friend from a group of goblins, what would it do?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 4:  How Memories Are Made
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf searches through the dark while remembering a scary childhood experience with Net Weaver spiders.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What happened to Slamdalf as a young apprentice collecting spider silk?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How does Slamdalf keep himself from getting lost in the dark?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Do you have a fear of something? How do you handle it when you face it?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Do you think Slamdalf will overcome his fear of the dark? What might push him to do so?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 5:  Meet Passandra
	📖 Chapter Summary:  They arrive at the stone town of Passadena, built into the golden hills of the Paint Plains.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the author describe the town of Passadena?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	If you could design a fantasy town, what would make it unique and interesting?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	What kind of people (or creatures) do you think live in Passadena?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Passadena seems like a basketball town. What team name and mascot would you give them?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 6:  The Blort
	📖 Chapter Summary:  The powerful elf Passandra introduces Slamdalf to the Blort - a strange, living, magical basketball-like creature.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How is the Blort different from a normal basketball?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What is Passandra's attitude toward Slamdalf when they first meet?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Would you want a Blort as a pet? What would be the best and worst parts?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	The Blort is like a basketball come to life. If your favorite sport's equipment came alive, what would it be like?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 7:  Game Day
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Dribbles wakes Slamdalf with maximum chaos to announce their upcoming match against Passandra.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does Dribbles wake Slamdalf up, and why is it funny?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	What is your pre-game or pre-competition routine? Does it help you focus?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Slamdalf is about to play against an experienced team. Do you think he'll win? Why or why not?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Invent your own pre-game ritual for a Hoop Mage. What spell or warm-up would you do?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 8:  Outsmarting A Troll
	📖 Chapter Summary:  The basketball match against Passandra begins! Dribbles plays brilliantly while Slamdalf starts to learn the game.



	🔵 Comprehension
	Describe one clever move Dribbles makes during the game.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What is Slamdalf learning about himself as a player in this match?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Think about a sport or game you play. What's something you had to practice a lot to get right?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	The game is still going. Who do you think wins, and how?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 9:  Now or Never
	📖 Chapter Summary:  The game is tied 19-19. Passandra is forced to use her apprentice Ronaldo the Vacant, and the final plays decide everything.



	🔵 Comprehension
	Why does Passandra have to use her apprentice Ronaldo?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How is the game decided in the final moments?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever come back from being behind in a game? How did it feel?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Ronaldo the Vacant is not a great player. Give him some advice — what should he work on?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 10:  Blort Thief
	📖 Chapter Summary:  A troll burp sends the Blort and the basketball colliding mid-air — chaos erupts and the match ends in spectacular, gross fashion.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What causes the mid-air collision during the game?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the game officially end?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever seen (or caused!) a funny accident that changed the outcome of a game or activity?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	What is the grossest sport-related thing you can imagine? Describe it!

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 11:  A Whole New World
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf and Dribbles step through a magical portal and are transported to a brand-new, unknown place.



	🔵 Comprehension
	Describe what the portal feels like when Slamdalf steps through it.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What is different about the world on the other side?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	If you could step through a portal to any world, where would you go?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	What dangers or surprises do you think await them in this new world?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 12:  Hi, I'm Larry
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf and Dribbles meet Larry the Manticore, a giant lion-eagle-scorpion creature who turns out to be surprisingly friendly.



	🔵 Comprehension
	List three physical features the author uses to describe Larry.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	Was Larry the threat you expected him to be? What surprised you?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever judged someone by how they looked and been completely wrong? What happened?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Design your own mythical creature! Give it a name, three features from different animals, and one magical ability.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 13:  The Problem With Potatoes
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Following Larry's directions, Slamdalf and Dribbles trudge through thick fog and muddy paths toward a farm.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What are the conditions like on the path? Use details from the text.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	When things get hard and uncomfortable on a journey, what do you do to keep going?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	They're heading to a farm. What do you think they'll find there?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	If you had a magical pair of boots for this journey, what special power would they have?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 14:  Something Comes
	📖 Chapter Summary:  The farm is under attack! Animated, zombie-like potatoes are trying to break through the windows! Dribbles fights them off.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does Dribbles deal with the attacking potatoes?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What makes the potato attack terrifying even though it sounds funny?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Would you rather fight zombie potatoes or zombie carrots? Give your reasoning!

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Who do you think is controlling the zombie potatoes, and why?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 15:  Meet King King
	📖 Chapter Summary:  They meet King King a giant who owns the farm and is actually quite friendly once you're on his good side.



	🔵 Comprehension
	Who is King King?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the mood of the chapter change once they realize King King isn't an enemy?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	King King seemed scary at first but wasn't. Write about someone or something that seemed scary but turned out to be fine.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	If you could be the King of somewhere where would that be and why?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 16:  Tricked!
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf bonds with King King over an enormous potato breakfast while catching him up on their adventures so far.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What does Slamdalf tell King King about during breakfast?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	If you had to summarize your own life's adventures so far to a giant, what would be your top three stories?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	King King seems to know something about Passandra. What do you think he'll reveal?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	What is the most extreme or creative potato dish you can imagine? Name and describe it.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 17:  The Yawning Cave
	📖 Chapter Summary:  King King reveals Larry lied about the entrance to Grimlight Palace! There's a secret underground cavern they can enter instead.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What did Larry lie about, and what is the actual way into Grimlight Palace?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What does King King ask in exchange for showing them the way?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Has someone ever given you bad directions or wrong information on purpose? How did you handle it?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	What do you think waits inside the Grimlight Palace dungeon?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 18:  Spiders. Why Did It Have To Be Spiders?
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf and Dribbles enter the dark, creepy cavern armed and alert, inching toward Grimlight Palace.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What equipment do they bring into the cavern, and why does each item matter?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the author build tension in this chapter?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Would you be more scared of a dark cave or a haunted house? Explain your reasoning.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	If you could bring ONE magical item into a dark scary cave, what would it be?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 19:  The Spider Queen
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Giant spiders capture Slamdalf and Dribbles, wrapping them in silk and dragging them deeper into the cave.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does Slamdalf describe the experience of being wrapped in spider silk?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	Who is the Spider Queen, and what does she want?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	What would you do if you found yourself trapped and unable to move? How would you stay calm?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Things look bad for Slamdalf and Dribbles. How do you think they escape?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 20:  Our Hero In No Armor
	📖 Chapter Summary:  A mysterious voice enters Slamdalf's mind. It's the Blort! The magical creature communicates telepathically for the first time.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the Blort communicate with Slamdalf?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What does the Blort say that helps Slamdalf in this moment?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	If a creature could speak directly into your mind to help you in a tough moment, what would you want it to say?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	What nickname would you give the Blort and why?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 21:  Dribbles’ Bag
	📖 Chapter Summary:  .This chapter talks about Dribbles’ special bag It appears empty but holds infinite space inside.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What makes the bag in this chapter special?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	If you had an infinite magic bag, what three things would you always keep inside it?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	How do you think this magic bag will be useful to Slamdalf later in the story?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Name and design your own magical bag. What can it do that Dribbles’ can't?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 22:  Can You Hear Me Now
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Slamdalf and Dribbles discover what makes Bill able to communicate telepathically.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What item makes Bill able to communicate telepathically?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How do Slamdalf and Dribbles react when they realize Bill has been sentient the whole time?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever misjudged someone because you didn't take time to truly listen to what they were saying? What did you learn?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Now that they can communicate with Bill, how do you think the group's dynamic will change?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 23:  What’s In A Name?
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Bill examines Slamdalf's hands and tries to understand what happened to him magically in the cave.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What is Bill investigating when he examines Slamdalf's hands?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What does Bill seem confused or curious about?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	When was the last time you were curious about something you didn't understand? What did you do about it?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Bill only has four fingers like a cartoon character. If you could have any unusual physical feature as a fantasy creature, what would it be?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 24:  No Trespassing!
	📖 Chapter Summary:  The trio pushes deeper through the cavern toward the dungeon of Grimlight Palace, stepping carefully.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the group move through the cavern? What dangers do they watch for?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	When you're part of a team or group, what role do you usually take — the leader, the cautious one, the funny one? Why?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	They're getting close to the dungeon. What do you expect them to find there?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Bill flails his arms while walking through the cave. Give Bill some better cave-walking advice!

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 25:  Meet Passanova
	📖 Chapter Summary:  They enter the orc-occupied Grimlight Palace hallways, which smell absolutely terrible and look worse.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the author describe the smell of the palace hallway?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What details show this place is controlled by orcs?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	What is the worst smell you've ever encountered? Describe it!

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	They've made it inside. What obstacle do you think comes next?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 26:  Under Siege
	📖 Chapter Summary:  They find an enemy leader named Passanova performing a dark ritual and Dribbles launches into battle against his guards.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What is Passanova doing when they find him?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How does Dribbles react when the orcs rise to fight?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	If you discovered someone doing something wrong, what would you do?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	If you were a battle-ready dwarf like Dribbles, what would your battle cry be?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 27:  Blorts In A Cage
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Chaos erupts in the palace as orcs fight zombie potatoes, and Bill somehow helps in the most unpredictable ways.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What is Bill doing during the battle, and how does it actually help?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever done something accidentally helpful? Describe it.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	The battle is chaotic. Who do you think gets hurt, and who saves the day?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Design Bill's official battle strategy. What would his role be in a fantasy army?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 28:  Rentok Smash
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Passanova shows unexpected emotion. He's not a villain, but a grieving son. He begs them not to free the prisoners because he fears the Dark One's revenge.



	🔵 Comprehension
	Why does Passanova try to stop them from freeing the prisoners?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What does this chapter reveal about Passanova that changes your view of him?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever felt sorry for someone who did something wrong? Why?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Will Slamdalf trust Passanova? Should he? What would you do?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 29:  Passing On A Prayer
	📖 Chapter Summary:  King King's zombie potatoes storm the castle while Slamdalf races to free the captured king and face the orc Rentok.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does King King's arrival affect the battle?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What is Rentok's role in this chapter?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Think of a time when you (or someone you know) needed rescuing. Who helped and how?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	King King is a giant who commands zombie potatoes. Write a battle chant he might shout as he charges.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 30:  The Peculiar Thing About Blorts
	📖 Chapter Summary:  An enormous herd of wild Blorts floods the palace, and Bill helps trigger this unlikely stampede to turn the tide of battle.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What are the key traits of Blorts described in this chapter?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How do the Blorts help resolve the battle?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever had an unexpected helper come through at just the right moment?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	If a herd of Blorts was your army, how would you deploy them to win a battle?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 31:  The Day Is Saved?
	📖 Chapter Summary:  The freed king wakes up confused, and Passanova must try to explain everything that's happened.



	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the king react when he is freed?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What is Passanova's challenge in explaining the situation?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Have you ever had to explain something complicated to an adult? How did it go?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Now that the king is free, what do you think the next big challenge will be?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 32:  The Day Is Saved!
	📖 Chapter Summary:  The king honors Slamdalf and Dribbles and surprises Passanova by requiring him to join their quest.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What honor does the king give Slamdalf and Dribbles?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	Why does the king order Passanova to travel with them?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Would you want to be a knight? What would be the best and hardest parts?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Passanova joining their group is a big change. How do you think the others will treat him at first?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 33:  Memories
	📖 Chapter Summary:  Dribbles lays out all his belongings and shares the story behind each one.



	🔵 Comprehension
	What items does Dribbles spread out, and which one seems most important to him?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	What does this scene tell us about who Dribbles really is?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	Pick an object you own that has a special memory attached to it. Describe the object and the memory.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	What one magical item would YOU carry with you forever on an adventure? Describe its powers and why it matters to you.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Chapter 34:  The End Of The Beginning
	📖 Chapter Summary:  The group reunites, new allies at their side, and sets off together into the next chapter of their journey.



	🔵 Comprehension
	Who is now traveling together at the end of Book 1?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🔵 Comprehension
	How does the ending mirror the opening of the book?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟢 Personal
	How has Slamdalf changed from Chapter 1 to the end of Book 1? Give specific examples.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟡 Prediction
	Book 2 is waiting! Based on what you've read, what do you most want to find out in the next book?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

	🟣 Fun!
	Draw or describe the cover you would design for Book 2 based on what you predict will happen!

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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